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t is a common challenge for parents to persuade their young children to brush their teeth. Let’s face it, kids don’t
tend to think a lot about the future consequences of their actions and, besides, standing at a sink for two or three
minutes when there are video games to be played is just plain boring.
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oothbrushes have become such a fundamental part of our daily hygiene rou-
tine that it is sometimes easy to overlook the fact that they were not in com-
mon, widespread use in North America until the twentieth century. It is estimated

that only one person in four in the United States owned a toothbrush in the 1920s
(Segrove 2010:19).
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COLGATE & CO. New York

Established 1806

Figure 1. Colgate advertisement by unknown artist, from Saturday Even-
ing Post, September 7, 1918. Toothpaste company advertisements invari-
ably showed children enjoying the process of cleaning their teeth.
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Figure 3. Reverse side of the toothbrush, showing staining from the copper
wire used to hold the bristles in place.
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